FY26 Local Government Energy Modernization (L­GEM) 
AOl2 - Competitive Planning Grant

This document is for reference only! It outlines the questions included in the application portal to help collect and prepare materials before submission. Application submissions will only be accepted by MEA through the official submission link provided here: https://form.jotform.com/marylandenergy/FY26-L-GEM-AOI2

We HIGHLY encourage you to carefully read through the Program's Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) listed on the L-GEM Website before starting an application. The Application Deadline is 5:00 P.M. EST on Friday, December 5, 2025. 

Please contact msec.mea@maryland.gov with any questions or concerns.

Name of Local Government Applicant: * 
This must be the full legal name of the organization as it appears on the IRS W-9 tax form.


Mailing Address: *
This must be the address where grant agreements could be mailed and must match the W-9

Street Address:
Street Address Line 2:
City:
State / Province:
Postal / Zip Code:


W-9 Upload: *
You will be prompted to upload your Organization’s W-9 form



Contact Information

1. Authorized Representative (If awarded a grant, this is the individual with signatory authority for the Applicant Organization who will sign the Grant Agreement): *

First Name: *
Last Name: *
Authorized Representative Job Title: *
Authorized Representative Email: *
Authorized Representative Phone Number: *



2. Application Point of Contact (individual preparing application): *

First Name: *
Last Name: *
Application Point of Contact Job Title: *
Application Point of Contact Email: *
Application Point of Contact Phone Number: *


3. Project Manager (If awarded a grant, this individual will manage the grant on a day-to-day basis):

First Name:
Last Name
Project Manager Job Title:
Project Manager Email:
Project Manager Phone Number:


4. Legal Contact (individual who is responsible for legal review of application):

First Name:
Last Name:
Legal Contact Job Title:
Legal Contact Email:
Legal Contact Phone Number:


Please list all other contacts whom you would like to be notified via email if granted an award below:


How did you hear about the MEA L-GEM Grant?



Project Information

Grant Request ($) *
Please enter the amount of funding requested from the Local Government Energy Modernization Program. Must request a minimum of $50,000 and a maximum of $300,000.


Total Project Cost ($) *
Please enter the total cost of the project, accounting for applicable utility incentives. (example: $100,000)


Narrative Upload: *
You will be prompted to upload a Complete Narrative as Described in the Funding Opportunity Announcement, including Unique Building Identifiers (UBIDS) if applicable:  

Award selection will prioritize local governments that do not have an energy policy or do not already track utility data. 

Narrative Instructions: Applicant clearly identifies:
· Buildings to be assessed, including names, addresses, and gross square footage. 
· The planning activities to be undertaken as well as their purpose and anticipated outcomes. Planning projects that include planning for renewable energy technologies will be considered more competitive.
· The ability to carry out the proposed planning activities, either through qualified in-house staff, partnerships, or a plan to engage experienced consultants. While MEA values strong project leadership, it also recognizes and supports applicants demonstrating a need for additional capacity and resources to build energy planning capabilities.
· Anticipated challenges and plans to overcome them 
· Clear demonstration of community engagement and understanding of community needs 
· Reasonable justification for planned expenditures. 
· The extent to which the proposed planning activities are likely to inform and lead to future capital projects. 
· Demonstration of need for additional capacity and resources to implement energy planning

PLEASE SEE THE FUNDING OPPORTUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT FOR MORE DETAILS


Budget Document Upload *
You will be prompted to upload a completed budget using MEA’s budget template which is available for download on the L-GEM Website



Supplemental Information

Do you rent or lease any of the buildings you plan on including in your project scope? *
· Yes
· No

If Yes, please provide a letter of concurrence signed by the property owner stating that: (1) The property owner permits the grantee to conduct the proposed planning activities at the leased facility (2) The property owner agrees to allow reasonable access to the facility for any necessary site visits, data collection, or technical evaluations associated with the planning activities.


Please Upload Any Additional Files and Attachments you wish to include:


Agreement to Terms, Conditions, and Signature 
1. I acknowledge that projects listed in the Project Narrative may be altered to meet specific needs of local governments but will not exceed the approved scope of eligible projects for FY26
2. I acknowledge and accept the cost share requirement applicable to my county, as specified in the Funding Opportunity Announcement
3. I agree to pursue available utility rebates and incentive programs wherever feasible to help finance the proposed projects.
4. I certify that any building(s) to be upgraded under this proposed project are located in the State of Maryland, and that each proposed project will occur in Maryland, on eligible facilities owned or leased by the applicant.
5. I understand that this application does not guarantee that I will be awarded a grant for the proposed project.
6. To be eligible for grant funding, I understand that the equipment must not be purchased or installed before my organization has an executed Grant Agreement with MEA.
7. I give permission to MEA or its representative(s) to use photos of my facility, and data presented in my final energy evaluation or audit report for marketing, publicity, and advertising purposes. MEA and its representatives, subject to the requirements of the Maryland Public Information Act, will not divulge any confidential information or trade secrets.
8. Applicant agrees to give MEA reasonable advance notice of, as well as an opportunity to potentially participate in, any Applicant-organized ribbon-cuttings or other public events highlighting the MSEC-funded project.
9. I certify that the Applicant Organization will be able to provide a Federal Tax ID number should it be selected for an award.
10. If selected for an award, I will allow authorized representatives of the Local Government Energy Modernization Grant Program access to my facility in order to conduct site inspections or measurement & verification activities, if requested by MEA.
11. MEA and its contractors make no representation or warranty, and assume no liability with respect to quality, safety, performance, or other aspect of any design, system, or appliance installed pursuant to this application, and expressly disclaim any such representation, warranty, or liability.
12. I have read MEA's Grant Agreement General Provisions document and understand it will be included in a grant agreement under this program.
13. I have enclosed a copy of my organization's current W-9 form.
14. I certify that I am an authorized signatory for the Applicant Organization or have been delegated the authority to submit the application.


I have read the above paragraph and agree to these terms
· Yes *

Authorized Signature: *
The official submission link requires a typed e-signature at the time of submission 
2


