
PLAN TODAY.
SAVE TOMORROW.

02
Collect data.
Compile a facilities list to include
building names, sqft, 12 months of
energy bills for each building, and
functions from existing records or your
capital improvement plan.

03
Engage stakeholders. 
Involve facility managers, finance staff,
and leadership early in the process. 

05
Get technical help. 
Reach out to the Local Government
Climate Action Support Program for
assistance.

04
Identify funding options.
Visit Clean Buildings Hub to explore
energy funding and financing
opportunities 

01
Define your goals and approach.

Feasibility Study
Energy Audit 

Strategy Development
Energy Planning 

Clarify what you want to achieve and
determine the type of planning effort
needed.
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WHAT IS BUILDING ENERGY PLANNING? GET STARTED 
Building Energy Planning involves assessing how local
government buildings use energy and developing
strategies that can improve performance, reduce energy
use and limit greenhouse gas emissions. A plan can: 

Benchmark energy use
Identify energy upgrades
Prioritize clean and efficient energy projects
Provide facility decarbonization roadmaps

MAJOR BENEFITS
Building energy planning can lead to:

LOWERED energy costs
REDUCED greenhouse gas emissions
IMPROVED building comfort and air quality
ENHANCED building resilience
ADVANCED future funding access 
OPTIMIZED building operations and maintenance

RESOURCES & SUPPORT 
L-GEM Grant Program
DGS Decarbonization Planning Contracts
Maryland Clean Energy Center Technical Assistance 

Building Energy Planning for Local Governments

QR code
place
holder

Contact UMD EFC at
efc_climateaction@umd.edu

Or visit go.umd.edu/LGEM for full
application materials and timeline.

NEED HELP?

https://arch.umd.edu/research-creative-practice/centers/environmental-finance-center
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Pages/CPRG.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/air/ClimateChange/Pages/CPRG.aspx
https://energy.maryland.gov/Pages/BuildingIncentives.aspx
https://energy.maryland.gov/govt/pages/smartenergycommunities.aspx
https://energy.maryland.gov/govt/pages/smartenergycommunities.aspx
https://energy.maryland.gov/govt/pages/smartenergycommunities.aspx
https://app.box.com/s/md2havndpk9fjaqv9ua2atgcbh49g9rm
https://www.mdcleanenergy.org/programs/procurement-and-technical-assistance/
https://www.mdcleanenergy.org/programs/procurement-and-technical-assistance/
mailto:efc_climateaction@umd.edu?subject=Requesting%20L-GEM%20Assistance
https://go.umd.edu/LGEM

