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l. Purpose

This guidance ensures consistent application of MEA policies related to fossil fuel activities
across all MEA state funded programs. Fossil fuels include, but are not limited to, natural gas,
propane, coal, kerosene, and fuel oil.

. Program Policy

MEA programs will not provide financial support—including grants, rebates, or technical
assistance—for projects that:

e expand the use of fossil fuels, including the installation of new fossil fuel infrastructure or
equipment;
switch from electricity to fossil fuels;
replace fossil fuel equipment with new fossil fuel equipment, even if more efficient;
extend the life of fossil fueled equipment;
no fossil-fuel-related replacements or life-extension measures may count toward
financial match or in-kind requirements.

lll.  General Exemptions

Exemptions may be considered only when non-fossil fueled zero-emission technologies are not
commercially available for the proposed project.

Projects involving fossil fuel technologies must include an analysis demonstrating why
non-fossil alternatives cannot meet functional needs. Operating and capital costs alone will
not be considered as justification.

The analysis must address the following narrative and supporting data, where applicable:

e why existing commercially available non-fossil technologies cannot meet the need;

e why local utility infrastructure capability cannot meet the need without upgrades outside
the applicant’s control;

e how the applicant will mitigate greenhouse gas and other environmental impacts from
the fossil fueled equipment, or make the equipment ready for future zero emissions
technologies;

e identify specific federal, state or local statutory requirements that would require the use
of fossil fuel technologies.

1800 Washington Boulevard, Suite 425, Baltimore, MD 21230 | Phone: 410-537-4000
www.Energy.Maryland.gov


http://www.energy.maryland.gov

Wes Moore, Governor
= E/Iary IE dnd . . Aruna Miller, Lt. Governor
| K nergy ministration Kelly Speakes-Backman, Director

Exemptions may be requested either before applying or with the grantee’s applications. MEA
cannot respond to exemption requests submitted less than two weeks before the deadline for
the program. Exemptions are at MEA's sole discretion.

\YA Exemptions for Residential Projects

Minor repairs to existing fossil fuel equipment are allowable when they address health and
safety issues, in concert with other improvements that reduce energy use or emissions.
Permissible activities for residential projects will be included in the program’s funding
opportunity announcement. Residential exemptions are at MEA's sole discretion.
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